
Math Clips - A Success Story 

Valerie Latimer is the Principal at the Dan Ouelette Junior Public School in Harrowbury, ON. Ms. 

Latimer and her staff had been asked by parents in their rural community to support them in 

helping their children to learn and like mathematics. 

 

Ms. Latimer spoke with other Principals in the district to seek their input and constructive 

suggestions. A few talked about the fact that they ran highly successful “Math from Your Child’s 

Desk” courses for parents. The courses focused primarily on teaching parents computational 

strategies because a needs assessment survey distributed to the school community suggested  they 

were concerned about mental math skills, automaticity with math facts, and were confused about 

the “new methods” being taught for calculations (e.g., partial products, decomposition, place value 

addition). Parents admitted that they were at a loss when it came to helping with math because they 

had not learned how to do multi-digit operations in this way. 

 

While Ms. Latimer and her staff felt that the mini-math courses for parents would be of enormous 

value, they were concerned that not many parents in their community could attend because of the 

large geographic catchment area for the school and the long driving distances along dark, country 

roads involved.  

 

After consultation with a number of parents in the community, Ms. Latimer and her staff embarked 

upon a pilot project in which classroom teachers would create brief, explanatory videos to share 

information about important topics. These videos were uploaded to a school YouTube Channel 

organized by teacher and grade so that parents and students could watch them at home to review 

classroom work. The video snippets, collectively called What are you teaching my child?, were 

aimed at dispelling the myth that basic facts no longer counted in elementary mathematics and 

explaining the multiple strategies that children may use to compute arithmetic answers. 
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The parents’ response to the explanatory videos was very positive and teachers remained 

enthusiastic about the short summaries, believing that they were of value to parents, as well as 

students. After about two months in to the project, a teacher, Miss Logan, noted that teachers 

usually asked parents to “talk math” with their child and make as many opportunities as possible 

for their children to teach them the math that they learned in school. She suggested that for the next 

phase of the project, students in the classroom should demonstrate the concepts by teaching other 

students. The staff unanimously supported this suggestion and built upon it by agreeing to feature 

manipulatives at use whenever possible. A schedule for student demonstration lessons was 

generated for each classroom, and the videos were uploaded to be shared. 



 

 

All of the students who created the videos said that they understood the math better after the 

experience of explaining it to someone else. They said that they felt more confident about sharing 

the strategies with their parents after creating the video because they were better equipped to 

answer their parents’ questions about “why” they were using particular steps. 

In turn, the parents took great pride in their children’s success at “teaching,” some replicating the 

video-making exercise at home to share with other members of the family via social media. 

 


