
 

 

 

 
 

Here is a list of math related books that can be used for take-home math kits to 

encourage parents and their children to read math-themed books together.  The 

books are organized by strand and division. 
 

 

Number Sense and Numeration: Primary 
 

Aker, Suzanne. What comes in 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s? 
Introduces the numbers two, three, and four by enumerating the ways in which they occur in 

everyday life, from your two eyes and two arms to the four seasons of the year. 

Axelrod, Amy. Pigs Will Be Pigs 
Meet Mr. Pig, Mrs. Pig, and the piglets. Here's a family that must add, subtract, multiply, and 

divide, and think about the way money works in order to satisfy their big pig appetites. 

Christelow, Eileen. Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed 
A counting book in which one by one the little monkeys jump on the bed only to fall off and 
bump their heads. 

Clements, Andrew. A Million Dots 
Shows what a million dots looks like and includes interesting facts such as how many shoe boxes 

it would take to make a stack to Mount Everest 

Crews, Donald. Ten Black Dots 
A counting book which shows what can be done with ten black dots--one can make a sun, two a 

fox's eyes, or eight the wheels of a train. 

Giganti, Paul. Each Orange Has 8 Slices – A Counting Book 
An illustrated introduction to counting and simple addition 

Hulme, Joy N. Wild Fibonacci: Nature’s Secret Code Revealed 
Introduces the Fibonacci sequence, the pattern of numbers in which each number is the sum of 

the two numbers before it, and relates it to curves found in nature, including elephant tusks, tiger 

claws and seahorse tails 

Hutchins, Pat. The Doorbell Rang 
Each time the doorbell rings, there are more people who have come to share Ma's wonderful 

cookies 

Kasza, Keiko. The Wolf’s Chicken Stew 
A hungry wolf's attempts to fatten a chicken for his stew pot have unexpected results. 

Koller, Jackie French. One Monkey Too Many 
Adventurous monkeys have a series of mishaps and escapades involving a bike, a canoe, a 
restaurant, and a hotel. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin, Bill.  Chicka Chicka 1, 2, 3 
An alphabet rhyme/chant that relates what happens when the whole alphabet tries to climb a 

coconut tree 

Mollel, Tolowa M. My Rows and Piles of Coins 
A Tanzanian boy saves his coins to buy a bicycle so that he can help his parents carry goods to 

market, but then he discovers that in spite of all he has saved, he still does not have enough 

money. 

Murphy, Stuart J. Too Many Kangaroo Things to Do 
A surprise birthday party planned for a kangaroo by his friends provides many opportunities for 
the reader to add and multiply various things. 

Pinczes, E.J. One Hundred Hungry Ants 
One hundred hungry ants head towards a picnic to get yummies for their tummies, but their stops 
to change their line formation cause them to lose both time and food in the end. 

Reid, Margarette S. The Button Box 
A child examines the many different buttons in Grandma's button box 

Sayre, April P. One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab 
A counting book featuring animals with different numbers of feet 

Scarry, Richard. Richard Scarry’s Best Counting Book Ever 
Introduces the numbers and counting from one to one hundred as Willy Bunny counts all the 

things he sees in one day. 

Schwartz, David M. How much is a Million?, If You Made A Million 
 

 

Number Sense and Numeration: Junior 
 

Adler, David A. Fraction Fun 
A basic introduction to the concept of fractions. 

Anno, Masaichiro. Anno’s Mysterious Multiplying Jar 
Simple text and pictures introduce the mathematical concept of factorials. 

Dee, Ruby. Two Ways to Count to Ten 
A retelling of a traditional African tale in which King Leopard invites all the animals to a spear- 

throwing contest whose winner will marry his daughter and succeed him as king. 

Demi. One Grain of Rice 
A reward of one grain of rice doubles day by day into millions of grains of rice when a selfish 

raja is outwitted by a clever village girl. 

Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Marvelous Math: A Book of Poems 
Presents mathematically-themed poems by such writers as Janet S. Wong, Lee Bennett Hopkins, 

and Ilo Orleans 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juster, Norton. The Phantom Tollbooth 
A journey through a land where Milo learns the importance of words and numbers provides a 
cure for his boredom. 

 

Schwartz, David M. How Much is a Million?, On Beyond a Million 

 

Viorst, Judith. Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday 
Alexander and his money are quickly parted yet he realizes there are many things a dollar can do. 

 

Patterning and Algebra: Primary 
 

Ernst, Lisa Campbell. Sam Johnson and the Blue Ribbon Quilt 
While mending the awning over the pig pen, Sam discovers that he enjoys sewing the various 

patches together but meets with scorn and ridicule when he asks his wife if he could join her 

quilting club. 

 

Vaughan, Marcia. The Secret to Freedom 
Great Aunt Lucy Tells a story of her days as a slave, when she and her brother, Albert, learned 
the quilt code to help direct other slaves and, eventually, Albert himself, to freedom in the north. 

 

Measurement: Primary 
 

Allen, Pamela. Who Sank the Boat? 
The reader is invited to guess who causes the boat to sink when five animal friends of varying 

sizes decide to go for a row. 

Hoban, Tana. Is it Larger? Is it Smaller? 
Photographs of animals and objects in larger and smaller sizes suggest comparisons between the 

two. 

McKissack, Pat. A Million Fish…More or Less 
During an outing on the mysterious Bayou Clapateaux, Hugh Thomas catches a million fish. 

Neuschwander, Cindy. Sir Cumference and the Dragon of Pi 
When Sir Cumference drinks a potion which turns him into a dragon, his son Radius searches for 

the magic number known as pi which will restore him to his former shape. Part of the Sir 

Cumference series of books. 

Schwartz, David M. Millions to Measure 

Strauss, Stephen. How Big is Big 
Math Concepts: Weights and Measures, Juvenile literature. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measurement: Junior 
 

Lasky, Kathryn. The Librarian Who Measured the Earth 
Describes the life and work of Eratosthenes, the Greek geographer and astronomer who 

accurately measured the circumference of the Earth 

Leedy, Loreen. Measuring Penny 
Lisa has an important homework assignment--to measure something in several different ways. She 

has to use standard units like inches and nonstandard units like paper clips to find out height, 

width, length, weight, volume, temperature, and time. Lisa decides to measure her dog, Penny.  

Schwartz, David M. Millions to Measure 
 

 

Spatial Sense and Geometry 
 

Burns, Marilyn. The Greedy Triangle 
Dissatisfied with its shape, a triangle keeps asking the local shape shifter to add more lines and 

angles until it doesn't know which side is up. 

Grifalconi, Ann. The Village of Round and Square Houses 
A grandmother explains to her listeners why in their village on the side of a volcano the men live 

in square houses and the women in round ones. 

Jonas, Ann. Round Trip 
Black and white illustrations and text record the sights on a day trip to the city and back home 

again to the country. The trip to the city is read from front to back and the return trip from back to 
front, upside down. 

Neuschwander, Cindy. Sir Cumference and the first round table 
Part of the Sir Cumference series of books. 

Rissman, Rebecca. Shapes in the Garden, Shapes in Sports, Shapes in Music, 

Shapes in Buildings, Shapes in Art 
 

Data Management and Probability 
 

Barrett, Judi. Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 
Life is delicious in the town of Chewandswallow where it rains soup and juice, snows mashed 
potatoes, and blows storms of hamburgers--until the weather takes a turn for the worse. 

Geringer, Laura. A Three Hat Day 
A hat collector is having a very bad day until he meets his true love in the hat section of the 

department store. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leedy, Loreen. Probably Penny 
Lisa's class is learning about probability. For part of her homework, she has to think of an event 

that will happen, one that might happen, and one that can't happen.  

Nagda, A.W. Tiger Math: Learning to Graph from a Baby Tiger 
Describes the growth of an orphan Siberian tiger cub, by means of words and graph. 

Sweeney, Jean. Me on a map. 
A young girl shows readers herself on a map of her room, her room on the map of her house, her 

house on the map of her street--all the way to her country on a map of the world.  

 

General Books of Interest 
 

Gardner, Martin. Mathematical Carnival: From penny puzzles, card shuffles 

and tricks of lightning calculators to roller coaster rides into the fourth 

dimension 
A new roundup of tantalizers from Scientific American with elegant mathematical commentaries 

and after thoughts by Mr. Gardner, back talk from readers, and 115 pictures and diagrams. 

Goennel, Heidi. Odds and Evens: A Numbers Book 
Counts to thirteen in terms such as one-horse town, six of one, eight ball, and baker's do 

Hart, Christopher. Draw a Triangle, Draw Anything ! 
Starting with a triangle, this book includes step-by-step instructions on how to create drawings. 

Watch as a triangle becomes an elephant, a witch, a rocket ship, a dragon and lots more cool 

characters and goofy animals. 

LaFosse, Michael G. Making Basic Origami Shapes Step by Step 

Namioka, Lensey. Yang the Youngest and His Terrible Ear 
Recently arrived in Seattle from China, musically untalented Yingtao is faced with giving a 

violin performance to attract new students for his father when he would rather be working on 

friendships and playing baseball 

Nottingham, Ted. Chess for Children 
Uses the revolutionary Lincolnshire system to explain how to play, enjoy, and master chess and 
recounts anecdotes about notable players in the history of the game. 

Peters, Julie Anne. The Stinky Sneakers Contest 
A class visit to the Gross-Me-Out exhibit at the science museum inspires Stink Moody to create a 

variety of terrible smells to put on the sneakers he plans to enter in the World's Worst Super- 

Stinky Sneaker contest. 
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Peterson, Ivars. Math Trek: Adventures in the Math Zone 
Explores various mathematical concepts--such as knots, fractals, secret codes, and chaos theory-- 

and relates them to everyday life. 

 Pittman, Helena Clare. A Grain of Rice 
A reward of one grain of rice doubles day by day into millions of grains of rice when a selfish 

raja is outwitted by a clever village girl. 

Scieszka, Jon.  Math Curse 
When the teacher tells her class that they can think of almost everything as a math problem, one 

student acquires a math anxiety which becomes a real curse. 

Silverstein, Shel. The Giving Tree 
An endearing story of the life of a man and tree. The tree gives everything it has to the man and 

the man gives companionship to the tree. 

Tang, Greg.  The Grapes of Math: Mind-Stretching Math Riddles 
Illustrated riddles introduce strategies for solving a variety of math problems in using visual 

clues. 

Zaslavasky, Claudia. Math Games &Activities From Around the World 
Presents more than 70 games, puzzles and projects from different countries and cultures that 

teach a variety of basic mathematical concepts. 




