
Graffiti Wall 
An Arts Inspired Approach for School-Based 
Information Gathering at Mathematics Parent 
Engagement Events

Goal

You Can Facilitate Your Own Graffiti Wall!
Students and teachers can easily organize a graffiti wall in order to collect information about parent engagement sessions. Graffiti walls 
are both efficient and cost effective methods of data collections that are fun to implement! In schools, graffiti walls also provide a visual 
display of the cumulative thought process surrounding the parent engagement and can support related initiatives or interest from other 
people in your school community.

• Collect meaningful data through an arts inspired data collection method.

• Engage participants during the process (to expand upon their own contribution and those of 

others).

• Disseminate findings of the graffiti wall to all intended audiences, including participants of the 

graffiti wall.

Materials
• Roll of White Paper, Tape, Board or Wall, Markers, Paint, Paint Brushes, Cups, Water, Question 

or Prompt, Participants, Camera & Enthusiasm.

Purpose
• Graffiti walls provide a forum to collect meaningful information in an engaging way.

• Parents and students enjoy the opportunity to participate and see what others have said!

• Graffiti walls are low-cost, easy to prepare and effective at gathering diverse voices.

Steps to Conduct Your Own Graffiti Wall
A. Plan 
1) Think about what you want to know and formulate the 

question or prompt which you can place on the paper. You 
can have more than one prompt but not more than three!


2) Decide upon the location. Where is the best place to have the 
graffiti wall in order to reach your intended audience- at an 
event, as part of an awareness initiative or club meeting? 
What will best suit your purpose?


3) Gather supplies.

4) Consider if you are using a facilitator or having a freestanding 

graffiti wall (more details about this in the Action section). 
Basically, having someone facilitate the wall – even if just for 
a bit as a way to invite people to come and record ideas. The 
wall can be a great icebreaker and community builder if an 
engaging individual facilitates the graffiti wall process.


5) Make sure everyone who is part of the planning team knows 
what will happen with the wall after… you will read the ideas, 
record key themes and use the information to inform the 
parent engagement activities.


B. Set up 
1) Set up:


a. Roll out paper and tape on wall or display board. You 
may want to use two layers of paper to protect the 
wall.


b. Supply Table- You may want to cover the table with 
roll paper to protect the table from paint and markers. 
Display supplies for easy access. (Set up the supply 
table shortly before the event.)


2) Prior to the event, paint or write the prompt question (images 
can be used as well). Let it dry.


3) Right before the event, set up the supplies and prepare to 
engage the participants.


C. Action 
1) Graffiti walls can be used in different ways. You can choose 

to include facilitators as part of the process or if your goal is 
to receive more candid feedback or due to time constraints, 
you may opt to allow participants to contribute as they wish.


a. Using a facilitator - Facilitators should engage 
students and/or parents throughout the process by 
encouraging them to elaborate on their contribution to 
the graffiti wall. 
  

Here are dialogue pointers to get you started: 
 

That’s interesting! Would you like to tell me more 
about that? Often people will want to talk more about 
what it is that they are sharing on the wall. The 
discussion may spark more creativity and the student 
may contribute further to their original idea. If the 
person doesn’t want to share more about their 
contribution, you can say, Thanks for your idea, it’s 
important to hear from people! 

b. Free standing graffiti wall (no facilitator) - 
Depending upon your question, time constraints or 
other considerations, you may choose to have a free 
standing graffiti wall. Ensure the question is very clear; 
you may want to provide simple instructions as well. 
Monitor the wall by checking the progress every so 
often.


2) Take pictures of the graffiti wall throughout the process. At 
the end of the process take a picture of the completed wall. If 
you include students in pictures make sure you have received 
their permission to be photographed. 


D. Reflect on Results 
Review your graffiti wall after the process is complete. Take 
notes. Look for emerging themes in the data provided by 
participants. Organize information by mapping themes. Share 
results with the audience who intends to use the information. 
Also share the results of the graffiti wall with participants.


