
Parent Engagement in Math: 
Math Around the Home
Math is all around us! We can support children’s learning in 
mathematics through everyday experiences and conversation. 
Here are a few ideas that will have you and your child doing 
and talking math in every room of your home:

Bathroom 
•  Give your child different 

sized plastic cups and a large 
plastic container to play with in the 

bath. Encourage your child to guess how 
many of each cup will be needed to fill the 

container. 

•  Set a two minute timer for brushing teeth.

•  Have your child weigh themselves on 
bathroom scales. Weigh other family members 
and family pets.

•  Drop different objects into a bucket of 

water or the bath to see which makes 
the biggest splash. Talk about why 

some things made a bigger 
splash than others.

Bedroom 
•  Count and record savings in a 

piggy bank. “How much more money 
do you have this week than you did last 

week?” “You have $1.75 in your bank. What 
combination of coins might you have?”

•  “How much time do you need to get ready 
for school, e.g., get washed and dressed, eat 
breakfast and walk to the bus or to school?
Work backwards and set the alarm so that 
you are up in time.”


•  “What shape, colour and number 
patterns do you see on your 

blankets and sheets?”

Living Room 
•  Play math-related games like 

Uno, Connect-4  and Blockus.

•  Your child may want to conduct a survey 

about an upcoming family event – e.g., 
“What kind of activity would family members 
most like to do?” “What types of food and 
beverages would people most enjoy?”

•  Involve your child in learning to organize 
events on a calendar. Have your child write 
on the calendar some favourite “away from 

home” activities (such as playing a sport 
or going to the library) and what 

time the activity will take 
place.

Dining Room 
•  Involve your children in setting 

the table, “Two guests are coming to 
eat dinner with us. How many plates will 

we need? How many utensils?”

•  Ask your child to put ice in the water 
glasses. “If each glass needs 3 ice cubes, how 
many ice cubes will you need to bring to the 
table?”

•  Ask your child to select the storage 

containers for leftover food. “Were the 
containers too large or too small?” 

“How can we improve our 
estimates?”

Kitchen 
•  Count how many cups of 

dry pasta or popcorn are needed 
to fill a bowl.


•  Talk about how many cups or 
teaspoons of each ingredient are used in a 

recipe when you are cooking together. “What 
would happen if you wanted to double the 
recipe or divide it in half?”

•  Have your child hold an object in each hand, 
then ask which is heavier or lighter. Hide the 
objects in a paper bag and ask your child to 
predict what could be inside based on its 

weight. "Is it heavier than an apple? Could 
it be a can of fruit? A cup of pasta?”


•  Use grocery store flyers to plan 
a list and budget.

Closet 
•  Count the number of tops and 

bottoms in the closet. “How many 
different outfits can you make by 

pairing one top and one bottom?”

•  “How will you know if you need to put on 
the raincoat from your closet today?”

•  “Think of a sorting pattern for your clothes 
to organize them. Will you sort by weather? 
Colour? Type?”

•  “Use a tape measure to find the 

length, width and height of your 
closet. Use these dimensions to 

make an organizational plan 
for your clothes.”


