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Parent Engagement in Math: 
How to Get Started
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What is Parent Engagement?
Parent engagement is the active role that parents take in their children’s education to facilitate learning and 
success (Ontario Ministry of Education, 2010). It promotes student achievement and is essential for improving 
elementary students’ math outcomes in Ontario (Ontario Ministry of Education, 2016).
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What Could Parent Engagement Plans in Math Focus On?

What’s Next?

How Can School Staff Facilitate Parent Engagement in Math?
School staff encourage parent engagement in math education by:

• remembering and valuing that parents are partners in their children’s math learning;

• actively inviting parents to contribute to their children’s math learning;

• sharing math games, books and resources (e.g., TVO’s free math tutoring help) that make it possible for 

parents to engage in math at home; and

• providing opportunities for children to express appreciation of their parents’ participation in their math 

learning (Green, Walker, Hoover-Dempsey, & Sandler, 2007).

Useful parent engagement plans involve sustained efforts to equip parents as partners in their children’s math 
education. These plans lay the groundwork for developing positive communication between the school and home 
(Epstein et al., 2009). Parent engagement plans in math might focus on:

• sending home prompts and questions to promote ‘math talk’ that encourages children to explain their 

work out loud. Remind parents that if they see that their child is struggling or unsure about math 
homework, make a note in the child’s journal and ask the teacher to provide remediation/support the next 
day. (Cankar, Deutsch, & Sentočnik, 2012);


• decreasing parents’ anxiety with math and demonstrating how to provide effective math homework help 
(Maloney, Ramirez, Gunderson, Levine, & Beilock, 2015);


• making programs available that provide math resources and assistance for home use (Stelmack, 2013); and

• remembering that parents should never feel the pressure to teach math at home. Encourage their participation by reminding 

them that “If you don’t know how to do it, ask your child to teach you, to show you how it’s done.” - Teacher, Lauren Fine.

What Are Some Examples of Activities in Math Parent Engagement Plans?
Math parent engagement plans are most effective when they are tailored to meet the unique needs of individual school communities. 
One of the best ways to begin this type of parent engagement plan is to connect with parents about what they need to better support 
their children’s math learning. Examples of activities in math parent engagement plans include:


• regularly featuring math in school newsletters and on the school’s website;

• raising awareness about math and math activities through school-based 

social media;

• proposing ongoing math challenges for families;

• hosting family math nights throughout the school year that feature 

interactive math activities;

• developing math-in-a-bag kits that include children’s books and activities 

for parents and children to enjoy together regularly; and

• capturing and sharing classroom videos to demonstrate to parents how 

math problems can be solved with multiple strategies (Colgan, 2017). 

Work collaboratively to develop a vision and activities for your parent engagement plan in math. Remember to consult resources and 
connect with the Queen’s Project Team during this process.


“A clear vision, backed by definite plans, gives you a tremendous feeling of confidence” - Brian Tracy
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