
 

Activity Report 
April to August, 2017 

1. The Research Team (Dr. Lynda Colgan, Dr. Lorraine Godden and Dr. Sandy Youmans) 
participated in two teleconferences (April 26, 2017 and August 28, 2017) with Penny Patrician, 
Education Officer from the Ministry of Education, Parent Engagement Branch to clarify goals and 
parameters; discuss budget and the role of a Banker Board; and, revise timelines based on the 
delay in approval of the RFS Contract by Queen’s. 
  

2. Dr. Lynda Colgan and Dr. Sandy Youmans prepared and submitted a General Ethics Review 
Board Application for Queen’s. The application was approved and coded as GEDUC-862-17 
Building Parent Engagement: A Project to Support Ontario's Renewed Mathematics Strategy in 
the Queen’s TRAQ Researcher Portal where it was assigned file number # 6021492 

 
3. The Research Team began the process of recruiting 6 - 8 schools to participate in the project. 

Those invited to attend were selected from schools that had recently been part of the Ontario 
Focused Intervention Partnership (OFIP), and as a result of improved student achievement, were 
no longer on the list in 2016-17. The Research Team invited schools on the basis of 
Public/Catholic designation and Ontario District School Board Region. The Research Team 
reached out to schools via e-mail, telephone and Skype. 

 
The recruitment process continued throughout the summer because of changes to personnel at 
the schools and school districts (new Principal or Superintendent; school closings; new school 
openings) and because some schools were not able to confirm participation without Ethics 
Clearance at the School District Level. To accommodate such requirements, Ethics applications 
were completed for the school district as schools agreed to participate or in advance of 
confirming participation, depending on the circumstance. 
 
At this time, six schools are confirmed and two are tentatively confirmed pending school district 
ethics approval (Gordon B. Attersley Public School and Glen Street Public School). 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

4. The Research Team began to plan a launch event for the participating schools to be held in 
September 2017. The team felt that it was important for the schools to have a chance to meet each 
other and to participate in a collaborative exercise with respect to goal-setting and long-range 
planning. A venue for the event was secured; materials were collected for kits for members of the 
School Action Teams; and, Dr. Michelle Searle was consulted about a) how best to document and 
record the outcomes of the day, b) evaluate the usefulness of the day, and, c) begin the process of 
planning next steps as part of an exit survey. On Dr. Searle’s advice, because this was the first 
meeting of the teams and the official start to the project, an appreciative inquiry (AI) stance as an 
orientation for evaluation was adopted. AI is a growth oriented stance developed around a 4D 
design that involves: discovering, dreaming, designing and delivering. The focus of AI is to think 
of good, better and possible.  
 

5. Dr. Godden and Dr. Youmans began to develop a preliminary literature review about parent 
engagement. 

 
6. Dr. Colgan met with Graphics Consultant, Cheryl Hallam, to discuss a plan for the website, the 

development of an interactive and static parent engagement infographic (based on Dr. Godden 
and Dr. Youman’s literature review) and the re-design of a parent information booklet. 

 
7. Dr. Colgan wrote three “Success Story” cases of different approaches to parent engagement 

projects adopted by schools with whom she had worked through other initiatives aimed at 
involving parents in mathematics education. The cases were designed for use at the project 
launch event and for posting on the website. 

 
8. Dr. Youmans collaborated with TeachOntario to secure a website for the project (to facilitate 

communication across schools) and individual school websites (to record project artefacts and 
ongoing documentation collection).  

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

Dr. Lynda Colgan 
Principal Investigator 


