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 School, Windsor, Ontario 

 
 
“Anytime parents take an interest in their children’s learning is a positive experience. 
It is important for parents to see how math has changed over the years. It looks very 
different from when they were in grade school”Teacher, St. Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Elementary School, 

Windsor. 
 
Building Parent Engagement in Math (BPEiM) launched in the St. Teresa of Calcutta Catholic 
Elementary School in October 2017. The Windsor Essex Catholic District School Board 
(WECDSB), embraced the BPEiM project as it aligned with one of the initiatives of their 
strategic plan of a specific drive to implement the Renewed Math Strategy for K-12 with a 
focus on students, teachers, principals, and parent engagement. 
 
St. Teresa of Calcutta quickly formed a school team comprised of Roberta Brooks, Laura 
Plante, Lynn Seguin, Tanya Thornton, Stacey Iannicello-Laposta, Nicole Adam, Christine 
Renaud, Maria LeBlanc, and Angie Vogler, who were joined by Principal Elise Daragon and 
Vice Principal Maggie Dorian. This highly committed team including teachers, educational 
assistants, LSSTs, teacher candidates, and volunteers embraced the BPEiM project, and 
decided that Grades 1 to 3 would be their initial focus of the project. The team undertook a 
series of strategic planning meetings where they identified resources, team roles, and actions 
needed in order to achieve their project goals. St. Teresa of Calcutta completed a series of 
events and activities aimed at families with children in Grades 1-3, including: 

• A series of themed presentations for parents with activities and take-home resource 
math bags for each family 

• A new outdoor sign to send out “math messages” to the broader stakeholder community 

• Monthly calendars from each classroom teacher including “math at home” ideas for 
parents 



 
 

• Purchased a range of math story books and games for all grades to create a math-related 
library 

• Games afternoons and evenings to facilitate parents to practice playing the math games 
with their children 

 
Principal Daragon explained how important it was for St. Teresa of Calcutta to tailor their 
BPEiM project to meet the needs of their parent  and caregivers, “This project made sense to us 
right from the start. We know math is a need and we know we are a learning community 
school.” 
Certainly, the students at the school shared the special feelings that the events invoked, and 
they were reinforced by the positive responses from parents and caregivers, with one parent 
sharing that they “really enjoyed seeing some of the strategies that the school uses for math, 
and that is something I can take home. I can learn a little bit more with them [her children] 
rather than them learning and me helping, or trying to help.” 
 
This small school achieved some impressive results: 

- A total of 187 families (adults and children) attended the Come Learn With Us event 
(year 1) 

- A total of 60 families (adults and children) attended the official school opening event 
(year 1) 

- A total of 181 families (adults and children) attended the Families Supporting Math 
events (6 events over year 1) 

- A total of 72 families attended the Parent & grandparent Math Games Afternoon event 
(year 2) 

- A total of 125 families attended the Merry Math event (year 2) 
 
In year 2 of the project, the success of the project was evident. Parents have clearly gained 
confidence in providing feedback to the school. As one parent summarized “It opened my eyes 
as a parent to see that math really can be fun! If there were any left-over game sheet hand-outs 
from any of the classrooms, we would love to use them (I was thinking of making them into a 
book) J Thanks again! 


